
 
 
  
REPORT TO: Civic Affairs Committee 28 September 2017 

LEAD OFFICER: Electoral Registration Officer 
 

 
 

Electoral Arrangements – South Trumpington 
 

Purpose 
 
1. To consider whether to recommend to Council that the Local Government Boundary 

Commission for England (LGBCE) be asked to review the principal area boundaries 
between South Trumpington and Grantchester so that the county and parish 
boundaries are coterminous. 

 
Recommendations 

 
2. The Committee should decide whether to recommend to Council that the Local 

Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) be asked to review the 
principal area boundaries so that the county and parish boundaries between South 
Trumpington and Grantchester are made coterminous along the new parish 
boundaries.  The Committee could: 
(a) recommend to Council to make a request to the LGBCE to re-align the County 

Council boundary along the new parish boundaries, or 
(b) recommend to Council not to make a request to the LGBCE to re-align the 

County Council boundary along the new parish boundaries. 
 

Background 
 
3. At its meeting on 26 January 2017, Council voted unanimously to create a new parish 

called South Trumpington. 
 

4. The boundaries of the new parish were determined at that meeting, and as a part of 
the decision, the parish boundaries of Grantchester, Haslingfield and Hauxton were 
changed. 
 

5. These three parishes all exist in the new SCDC 3-member ward of Harston & 
Comberton.  
 

6. However, Grantchester is in a different County Council division to the other two 
parishes. This means that the part of Haslingfield parish that was transferred to 
Grantchester as part of the Community Governance Review (CGR) process (the area 
known as Lingey Fen) is no longer in the same division as the rest of the parish. 
 

7. On 28 September 2017, Civic Affairs Committee and Council will consider CGRs for 
Cambourne West and Willingham and Over. As part of those decisions, the 
Committee and Council will need to decide whether to seek re-alignment of the 
principal area boundary with the parish boundary in those areas. 
 

8. In conjunction with those decisions, the Committee is asked to consider whether to 
seek re-alignment of the county boundary between South Trumpington and 
Grantchester at the same time. 

 



 
Considerations 

 
9. There are no residential properties in the area so pursuing re-alignment should be 

low risk. 
 

10. Like any request to the LGBCE some risk (minimal in this case) is inherent. 
 

11. Whilst this potential change is largely cosmetic in nature, it makes sense to request it 
at the same time as any potential recommendation on re-alignment in 
Willingham/Over and Cambourne.  

 
Options 

 
12. The Committee should decide whether to recommend to Council that the Local 

Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) be asked to review the 
principal area boundaries so that the county and parish boundaries between South 
Trumpington and Grantchester are made coterminous.  The Committee could: 
(a) recommend to Council to make a request to the LGBCE to re-align the County 

Council boundary along the new parish boundaries, or 
(b) recommend to Council not to make a request to the LGBCE to re-align the 

County Council boundary along the new parish boundaries. 
 

Implications 
 

13. In the writing of this report, taking into account financial, legal, staffing, risk 
management, equality and diversity, climate change, community safety and any other 
key issues, the following implications have been considered: - 

 
There are no significant implications in making this decision.  

 
Background Papers 
Where the Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) 
(England) Regulations 2012 require documents to be open to inspection by members of the 
public, they must be available for inspection: -  
(a) at all reasonable hours at the offices of South Cambridgeshire District Council;  
(b) on the Council’s website; and  
(c) in the case of documents to be available for inspection pursuant to regulation 15, on 

payment of a reasonable fee required by the Council by the person seeking to inspect 
the documents at the offices of South Cambridgeshire District Council.  

 
Link to Council decision: 
http://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=410&MId=6690&Ver=4 

 
Report Author:  Andrew Francis – Electoral Services Manager 

Telephone: (01954) 713014 
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